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Zen Master Raven

BIRTH AND DEATH
One evening after chanting sutras, Raven said, "Over at Jack Rabbit Hoshi's community, we were taught that we should be free from birth and death. I've never known how to go about this." Brown Bear said, "That's because it isn't possible." Raven: "There was a clear implication that it is." Brown Bear lunged at Raven with a horrific snarl. Raven let out a croak and flew to the gray pine nearby.
Brown Bear looked up at him and asked, "What happened to make you croak?" Raven hopped down to a lower perch and said, "I would rather ask the robin to explain."
Brown Bear sniffed and said, "Now the robin is taking over." Raven said, "Only his beautiful song." Brown Bear asked, "What happened to the stones and trees?" Raven let out a croak. Brown Bear asked, ''Where did they go?" Raven croaked and then croaked again. Brown Bear nodded his big head slowly and bared his teeth at Raven. "The robin seems to have a bad cold this morning," he said finally, and both he and Raven laughed and laughed.
THOROUGHGOING
Raven came to Brown Bear's den and walked right into his lair. "Time for me to be moving on," he announced.
Brown Bear asked, ''What will you say about your study here?" Raven said, "Brown Bear is quite thoroughgoing." Brown Bear said, "Try camping out for a while."
THE DREAM
Raven took Brown Bear's instruction to heart. He wandered a long time, from forests to upland meadows to icy lakes. Finally, with the pinfeathers under his beak getting sparse, he found an abandoned place in a tall spruce tree. He fixed it up, and students began to gather, including Porcupine, who had studied with Coyote Hoshi. Other early students were Woodpecker, Grouse, Badger, Owl, and Black Bear, who lived nearby. They would sit in a circle in the little meadow under the tall spruce. Raven would sit with them and afterwards he would respond to their questions, and at more formal teaching times, he would take a perch in the outer branches of an oak tree close by-the "Assembly Oak," as it came to be called. A stone outcropping served as an altar. One fine day Raven took his perch and said to the assembly: "We are children in the dream of the Buddha Shakyamuni. He points to the center of our circle, and the King of the Gods sticks a blade of grass in the ground where he points. Our temple is established, and the Buddha smiles. 8 The bedrock heaved up from beneath the turf there on the western edge of our circle is his presence. We bow and chant his sutras with his throngs of followers down through the ages. His incense fills the air. His teaching gives us pause. Stop here with him." Raven said, ''You presume there is one."
Zen Master Raven
Once a disciple of Yogi Rhino sent Raven a message, saying, ''You just have a stone outcropping to represent the Buddha. You should come over here and meet a living Buddha." Raven mentioned this in a talk and said, "If that fellow stays on with Yogi Rhino, he might realize that living Buddhas are all over the place, and yet our bedrock stands forth alone."
INSPIRATION
Raven took his perch on the Assembly Oak and said, "Some folks say that you must find your inspiration in your own heart. In a way that's true; you must find the place of peace and rest and carry out your life on that ground.
"It is also true that inspiration comes from somewhere else. The Buddha looked up from his seat under the Bodhi tree and noticed the morning star. With that he had his great realization. What did he realize? That's what we have to get at.
"The Buddha gave a broad hint about his new understanding when he said, 'Now I see that all beings are the Buddha.' 9 All beings, all that exists, each and everything, precious in itself, coming forth saying, 'Here I am!'" Grouse muttered something, and Raven said, "Grouse, did you have a question?"
Grouse said, ''Here I am, but I don't think I'm so precious." Raven said, "Cluck for us, Grouse." Grouse clucked. Raven croaked.
One evening, Gray Wolf appeared in the Tallspruce circle for the first time. After she had introduced herself, she said, "Is it all right to ask a question?" Raven said, "Not only all right." "Thank you," said Gray Wolf, ''Maybe it's obvious to everyone else, but I don't understand the notion of karma. Could you explain it to me?" Raven said, "Murder will out." Gray Wolf said, "Sometimes crimes are never solved." Raven said, "Help me not to live a lie."
PROPINQUITY
Cougar also came by that evening for the first time. After Raven's final response to Gray Wolf, he asked, "Then is karma just cause and effect?" Raven said, "Propinquity propinks." Cougar shook his head vigorously and said, "Sometimes it makes me irritated."
Raven said, ''Your great chance."
One evening Raven took his perch on the Assembly Oak and said, "I worked with Jack Rabbit Roshi for a long time, and there were certain things in his teaching that troubled me. I never asked about them, and finally I just came to the end and left. I think now that if I had spoken up sooner it might have helped us both. So now, I would ask you, is there anything in our program that troubles you?" There was a long silence. Finally Turkey, a visitor that evening, spoke up. "I've been wondering," she said, "why it is that you don't have more song birds in your community?" Raven said, "Maybe they're content just to inspire us from the trees." Turkey asked, "How can they be inspired?" Raven said, "Make sense." 
